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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 0753 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AS, US 

SUB J : WHITLAM'S REMARKS IN BANGKOK 

REF: A) CINCPAC 042253Z FEB 74; B) BANGKOK 1839 
C) BANGKOK 1908; D) BANGKOK 1981 

1. DURING TWO-HOUR MEETING WITH WHITLAM'S INTIMATE 
POLITICAL COUNCELOR MICK YOUNG, POLCOUNS AND I MADE 
VERY CLEAR USG SURPRISE AND DISAPPROVAL OF PM WHITLAM'S 
PUBLIC REFERENCE TO LONG-ENDED US BOMBING IN VIET NAM 
AS "MORALLY MONSTROUS.” I TOLD YOUNG THIS SORT OF 
GRATUITOUS SLAP WAS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO OLD FRIENDS AND 
ALLIES AND WOULD CERTAINLY MAKE AN UNFORTUNATE 
IMPRESSION ONCE AGAIN IN WASHINGTON. I TOLD YOUNG IT 
WAS SIMPLY NOT POSSIBLE TO EXPLAIN AWAY REPETITION OF 
THESE INCIDENTS ON GROUNDS THAT PM AND OTHER CABINET 
MEMBERS WERE "OVERLY IMPETUOUS IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS". 

OR "HAD BEEN OUT OF POWER 23 YEARS AND WERE NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO RESPONSIBILITY." I ADDED THAT WE HAD 
GOTTEN OVER MANY BUMPS AND TROUBLES OF ADJUSTMENT 
DURING INAUGURAL YEAR OF WHITLAM GOVERNMENT AND 
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WERE RE-ESTABLISHING GOOD BASIS OF UNDERSTANDING. IT 
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WAS IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST TO EMPHASIZE OUR COMMON 
VALUES AND COMMON OBJECTIVES RATHER THAN PAST 
DIFFERENCES. HOWEVER, INCIDENTS SUCH AS THIS MADE 
PROGRESS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. 

2. YOUNG REGISTERED THESE POINTS CLEARLY AND WILL 

PASS THEM TO WHITLAM ON LATTER'S RETURN 

FEBRUARY 13. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS NO WAY TO 

PRETEND THAT WHATEVER PM SAID WAS NOT OFFICIAL AND 

SIGNIFICANT. 

HARROP 
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